io6	JURISDICTION
The maximum immunities that may be granted to an organiza-
tion or to a member thereof vary with each case. Thus, high
officers and members of committees and missions may be put
on the same footing as a foreign ambassador with regard to
immunity from suit and legal process, inviolability of residence,
and exemption from taxes,1 but the maximum privileges of
other officers and servants are limited to immunity from suit
and legal process in respect of things done in the course of
their 'employment and to exemption from income-tax upon
their official salaries.2
The Diplomatic Immunities Restriction Act, 1955, provides
that if the personal immunities enjoyed by the envoys of a
foreign sovereign Power exceed in any respect those granted
in the territories of such Power to an envoy of Her Majesty,
they may be withdrawn by Order in Council to such extent and
in respect of such classes of persons as appears proper.3 It is
also provided that no citizen of the United Kingdom and
Colonies shall be entitled to personal immunities,4 though this
prohibition does not extend to any immunity enjoyed by virtue
of an office held before the passing of the Act.5 The expression
'personal immunities' means
'immunity from suit or lejgal process (except in respect of things done
or omitted to be done in the course of performance of official duties)
and inviolability of residence'.6
fift THE COMPETENCE OF ENGLISH COURTS TO
J	ENTERTAIN ACTIONS
(i) Actions in personam.   Pagts 107-9.
(ii) Actions in rtm.  Pages 109-11.
(iii) Assumed jurisdiction over actions in personam.   Pages 111-22.
Scope of • Our object now is to discuss what is sometimes called juris-
tbeinquiry diction ratione personae^ i.e. to specify the persons against
whom an action containing a foreign element will lie. This
question must be considered under three heads, for we must
first distinguish the action in personam from the action in rem>
and then deal with the exceptional cases in which the court
has statutory authority to assume jurisdiction over persons
who are absent from England. )
1 International  Organizations	(Immunities  and   Privileges)   Act,   1950,
Schedule, Part II.	* Ibid., Schedule, Part III.
3 + Eliz. 2, c. 21, S, i (i).	* Ibid., S. 2 (i).
5 Ibid., S. 2 (2).	« Ibid.,S, j(i).

